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Discussion 1: The Parable of The Sower
In dealing with the challenges, the community took the following to try and cope with the new developments in their reality.  The city of Olivar, which was being threatened by receding coasts, allowed a company called Kagimoto, Stamm, and Frampton (KSL) to buy and privatize the town, basically making them the company's workforce. The population is mainly white middle-class people who are even aware of early situations where corporations abused citizens in the same situation they are getting themselves in but they are being pushed to it by their crumbling coastline and desperate economic straits. They also just want a chance at a good salary and a safe area. For Lauren's future, her main goal is to establish a community based on the beliefs of a religion she 'discovers'  that is called Earthseed. Her boyfriend, named Curtis has no role in this future as Lauren was contemplating leaving behind because she didn't want to split him up from his family. He ultimately dies when Robledo is attacked and destroyed. Earthseed is a new religion brought to life/discovered by Lauren that is based on the idea that God is the impersonal force of change. Having read Linda Seger’s essay on the hero myth it is safe to say that the events of the final attacks on Lauren’s neighborhood fit into her rise as a hero by acting as the trigger or as Linda refers to it – a catalyst that sets the story in motion. Before the events, she just planned to head north when she turns eighteen, but after they happened she just starts to head north without waiting, and that’s how her journey to being a hero begins. 
References 
Reynolds, C. V. (2019). Parable of the Sower. Network Journal, 27(1), 58-58.





Discussion 2: Asian Women in Film
In Jessica Hagerdorn’s Asian Women in Film: No Joy, No luck, she claims that the portrayal of Asian women is decorative, invisible, and one-dimensional. Hagerdorn argues that there are Good and Bad Asian characters in the film. The Good ones are loyal, easygoing, and smart. Women are subservient to men in Hollywood. She highlights how in every movie there has to be a character that has to die because of breaking racial and sexual taboos. Hagerdorn also states that Hollywood presents Asian women as trivial and exotic people of color and as women. They are treated as "Interchangeable Goods", childish, submissive, and silent with the opposite being "Dragon Ladies", deceitful and sexual. There are positive stereotypes like sensual, clever, beautiful and above all resilient, that is attributed to them. They are also targeted as white men’s sexual objects. Hagerdorn argues that Asian women are being mistreated and objectified in western societies. There are women in movies who commit suicide to show their loyalty to their men which is taking advantage of the high regard attached to loyalty in Asian culture. Some of them are portrayed as weak, whiny, and helpless while the true picture is clever, smart, and easily able to manipulate men. She also highlights the stereotype prominent in Westerners' minds that Asian men mistreat their women. Although there's some evidence to this, it is not as extreme as it is displayed. She faults Hollywood for the mistreatment of Asian women in reality (Besana, Katsiaficas, & Loyd, 2019).

References 
Besana, T., Katsiaficas, D., & Loyd, A. B. (2019). Asian American media representation: A film analysis and implications for identity development. Research in Human Development, 16(3-4), 201-225.

Discussion 3: The Parable of The Sower
From her time on the road with Zahra and Harry, Lauren has learned that Harry has started to fall in love with Zahra. She notices this as she examined the gentle way Harry looked at Zahra after Zahra finally convinces him that the world is very cruel and everyone can be an enemy. She learns that Zahra was previously basically a slave who wasn’t allowed to use a gun but remembers how to shoot. About herself, she learns that walking hurts and is taught to suck on seeds to kill thirst from Zahra who did it in her childhood. At this point of the story, Earthseed has become a strong anchor to the lives of Lauren and her fellow partners. It presents a new beginning, a new way of life. It has grown from a simple girl's ideology to a real set of mentality to survive in the harsh real world and more importantly a source of hope. 
Lauren is a young black woman smart and intelligent way beyond her age and circumstance, in the same way, Jessica Hagerdorn is sad about the portrayal of Asian women in films, Octavia does not fail to show us that Lauren is black and showed how they would look and perceived her differently doe to existing stereotypes about black people. In the instance at the beginning of their journey north, she has to pretend to be Zahra's husband as mixed couples were separated to be tortured differently. This shows how the world had already made choices for her simply because of the color of her skin. 
Based on her sentiments on the portrayal of Asian Women in American films, Jessica Hagerdorn would not be happy with Lauren’s portrayal. This is because, though minimal, Octavia Butler still gives in to stereotypes in the treatment of Lauren.
With regards to the portrayal of Asian women in American film, she is irritated by how Hollywood holds on to the past of Asian people and life that they portray them as only one thing. She questions why films always seem to present Asian women as tragic victims of history and fate. She highlights that there is so much more to Asian women than the basic perception of powerlessness and sexual objectification.  
Jessica Hagerdorn would love to have a situation where Asian women are portrayed for who they are, which is women with powerful control over their destiny. These with regards to both The Joy Luck Club and Flower Drum Song where the latter had a virtually all-Asian cast that showcased how good Asian actors are.

References
Reynolds, C. V. (2019). Parable of the Sower. Network Journal, 27(1), 58-58.















Discussion 4:  The Offensive Movie Cliché that Won't Die
According to The Offensive Movie Cliché that Won't Die, the "Magical Negro" is an almost perfect black character who guides a white hero.  Although detached from the community that they love, they always seem to have the right words at the right moment to revive the hero's spirits in times of adversity. In The Legend of the Bagger Vance, Will Smith is a Sherpa-on-the-green, mentoring Matt Damon’s golfer while in The Green Mile, Michael Clarke Duncan is a gentle giant on death row whose touch heals white people illnesses.
The role is considered anachronistic because it is considered to be borne of subconscious racism. This is based on the fact that although the character is much empowered, he/she can never step up and become the hero. Justified by their extreme enlightenment and selflessness that cause them to not desire any sort of glory for themselves, it causes Hollywood to place who they traditionally consider better as protagonists and heroes in those situations, which is always a white person.
Seitz justifies his claims that Danny Glover’s character in Legendary is a Magical Negro because of the habit of white people taking subjects that some of them consider unpleasant or troubling to think about, which is mostly resent towards black people’s growth in a country that was once fully run by and for whites and try to turn it into a form of kind reassurance (Seitz, 2010). The fact that they don't hate black people and want them to succeed as long as they listen well and are polite, is what causes Danny Glover to take interest in another character's life who despite living in the same neighborhood for long never bothered to get to know him previously. Despite being very versatile and likable, he is never given a personal life and is always about the hero. He never even gets to talk to people around him who adore him.
Most commentators consider Barrack Obama a Magical Negro because he didn’t seem real. David Ehrenstein discloses that the more unreal a Magical Negro seems, the more likable he gets. The whole of Obama's journey was unreal and the fact that he got to the pinnacle didn't count much as white lives were still better than the lives of other races. In the backdrop, it also gave some white people the notion that they have to get back control which was either already lost or was going to be soon lost.

References 
Seitz, M. Z. (2010). The offensive movie cliché that won’t die.















Discussion 5:  The Parable of The Sower
No, Bankole is not a Magical Negro. The build of a Magical Negro character is an almost perfect character that helps and guides a hero to fulfilling his quest. They are in total sync and share the same desires only that the Magical Negro is blessed with wisdom and experience. In this concept, although he shares the same interest to help strangers as Lauren, he doesn’t particularly agree with her ideology of Earthseed. He even considers it a rival at some point. The only thing he offers Lauren island to settle on. He also doesn't play much of a role in Lauren's trajectory as she remains focused on what she set to do and would have done it with or without Bankole. Therefore, Lauren was never fully dependent on what Bankole had to offer. It is also important to note that this statement is in no way intended to neglect the assistance Bankole provided Lauren.
I would say she's thinking about the willingness and personal fulfillment. This can be justified by the fact that she chose the more civilized way of talking and reasoning people into Earthseed as opposed to violent and forceful induction which was viable and would have been effective and faster considering the situation they were in. she's also thinking about character as we can also see her considering Travis the first convert to Earthseed and Zahra the second and not even considering Harry a convert yet despite presenting Earthseed to Harry and Zahra first. This is probably because Travis received the message more positively than Harry and Zahra. We also see her thinking of leaving Harry behind because he did not consider violence and death a solution to anything even considering the situation they were in.
The ending is satisfactory and well placed considering they are holding a service to commemorate their lost loved ones. This act of paying homage together with planting trees as a sign of settlement gives hope of success and new beginnings (Seitz, 2010).
The end is not what I expected; positively as I expected a happy ever after ending which kind of is and at the same time not the case. The writer has duly brought back the story to reality by leaving that space gap of failure. This ending shows that although they are at a point of reprieve, they are not always going to be successful. The actual Bible parable of the sower solidifies this as it says some seeds grow and others don't which is a fair tribute to success and failure.

References 
Seitz, M. Z. (2010). The offensive movie cliché that won’t die.


1


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Discussions


 


 


Name


 


Institution


 


Date


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 




1                   Discussions     Name   Institution   Date                        

